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Cotton Thread 
 

Brettuns Village Leather  
P.O. Box 772  

Auburn, ME 04212  
(207)782-7863  

Fax: (207)782-7448 
Http://www.brettunsvillage.com 
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Pattern Instructions: 
 
Teacup 
 
Using either a chunky yarn, like Reynolds Lopi, and size US 10 1/2 needles for the larger teacup 
and saucer or using a worsted weight like Debbie Bliss Aran Tweed and size US 8 needles, cast on 
one stitch. Knitting back and forth on just two needles, k1, p1, k1 in the same stitch. 
Row 1: Knit (3) 
Row 2: Increase by knitting into the front and back of each stitch. (6) 
Row 3: Knit 
Row 4: Increase again by knitting into the front and back of each stitch (12) 
Divide these 12 stitches by knitting 4 stitches onto each of three double-pointed needles. Place a 
stitch marker at the first stitch and get ready to join and start working in the round. 
Round 1 : In this round, you will take your working yarn (which is now coming from needle 3) and 
use it to knit the four stitches on needle 1. Continue knitting around on all the needles until you 
reach the stitch marker again. There will be a gap between the first needle and the third needle. 
You can pull the yarn a bit to tighten it, but don’t worry. It will look all right when you’ve finished. You 
have four stitches on each needle. 
Round 2 : Knit 
Round 3 : Increase in each stitch (8 stitches on each needle) 
Round 4 : Knit  
Round 5 : k2, increase in next, k2, increase in next, k2 (10) 
Round 6 : Knit 
Round 7 : k4, increase in next, k4, increase in last (12) 
Rounds 8-15 : Knit these 8 rounds 
Round 16 : Purl 
Bind off, purlwise.  
 
Handle 
 
Taking two of your double-pointed needles, cast on 3 stitches. Turn your needle so that the working 
yarn is coming from the bottom. Knit these three stitches, then turn your needle again. This will 
make an I-cord, which you will use for the handle. Continue knitting in this way for 20 rows. Bind off 
and set aside. 
 
Saucer 
 
Using whatever yarn and needle size you used for the teacup, use again for the matching saucer. 
Cast on 54 stitches. Divide by purling 18 onto each of three double-pointed needles. Place a stitch 
marker at the first stitch and get ready to join and knit in the round. 
Rounds 1 and 2 : Purl these 2 rounds. 
Round 3 : k2tog, k3, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k1  (14 on each) 
Round 4 : Knit 
Round 5 : k2tog, k3, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k2 (11) 
Round 6 : knit 
Round 7 : k2tog, k2, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k1 (8) 
Round 8 : knit 
Round 9 : k2tog, k2, k2tog, k2 (6) 
Round 10 : purl 
Round 11 : k2tog all the way around (3) 
Rounds 12 and 13 : knit 
Leaving a tail, cut yarn and thread it through a yarn needle. Gather remaining stitches and pull 
tightly to close. 

 



 
 

 
 

Felting/Fulling 
 

Put the teacup, handle and saucer in a 
zippered lingerie bag. I like the kind that 
has a large, mesh weave. The bag helps 
to trap all the wool that comes off of your 
pieces, protecting your washing machine. 
Throw the bag into your washer with a 
pair of denim jeans to help with agitation. 
Jeans are great because they don’t give 
off lint of their own that could end up felt-
ing into your pieces. I like to use an old 
pair of white jeans with white or light-
colored pieces. 
 
Set your washer on the smallest load with 
the hottest water on the longest cycle with 
the most agitation. For instance, I use the 
mini or small load, with hot water on the 
cotton-sturdy setting, set on the longest 
cycle, which begins with a pre-wash. 
Sprinkle in a little laundry detergent and 
close the lid. Be sure to check the little 
guy about every 5-10 minutes. 
 
Feel free to pull the pieces into the right 
shape. It may take only one cycle or it 
may take several. I never let my pieces go 
through the rinse or the spin cycle. If your 
teacup isn’t finished, simply throw the bag 
back in and set the cycle to start again. It 
reuses the same water in my machine, so 
you’re not wasting anything.  
 
When the teacup, handle and saucer 
have felted together to your liking, remove 
the pieces Rinse them in warm water, 
squeeze them gently in a towel and get 
ready to start the modeling! If you like, 
add dirty clothes (and perhaps more de-
tergent) to your washer, set the cycle to 
run again and you can re-use the water 
that’s already there to do a load of laun-
dry!  

 
 

Modeling 
 
Wet felt is a lot like clay. You can pull it and 
stretch it and mold it in many different ways. 
I like to use a mold to help the cup stay in 
the proper shape while it dries. A jelly jar, a 
custard cup, a sugar bowl, all of these things 
may be just the right size. I take the teacup 
and press it inside whichever one of these 
things lets the cup fit snugly inside. Test out 
a few different ones to see which works 
best. 
You don’t really have to do anything to the 
saucer, except cut off the yarn tails that may 
remain. You can pull the edges to even 
them out. 
Bend the handle to the teacup slightly so 
that it doesn’t dry like a straight line. Teacup 
handles are always curved. 
Set your pieces aside to dry.  
Once dry, simply stitch the handle onto the 
teacup. 

Teacup before felting, above, and after, below. 


